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April 30, 2020 

 

Assemblymember Laura Freidman  

Assembly Natural Resources Committee 

1020 N Street, Room 164 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
RE: AB 2255 (Eggman): Long-Duration Storage Considerations. – SUPPORT   

 

Dear Assemblymember Freidman:  

 

On behalf of the California Energy Storage Alliance (CESA), we express our strong support for 

AB 2255 (Eggman), which would enable a technology-neutral and cost-effective pathway for the 

deployment of long-duration energy storage within California. It is the intent of AB 2255 that the 

state support the development of a robust market for long duration energy storage systems 

eventually free of commercial barriers, including multiple technologies and technologies capable 

of providing storage over multiple days, to cost effectively integrate increasing amounts of 

renewable energy and meet the clean energy objectives, while maintaining operational flexibility 

and grid reliability.   

 

CESA is a 501(c)(6) member-based1 association focused on enabling a more affordable, efficient, 

reliable, safe, and sustainable grid for all Californians through the use of energy storage solutions.  

CESA works through education and advocacy to ensure that energy storage is a key component 

of California’s mainstream tool kit of energy solutions for customers, policy makers, and utilities.  

 

Energy storage is a fundamental part of the future of California's electric grid and will provide 

numerous benefits to Californians, including clean air, reduced water use in conventional 

generation, greenhouse-gas reductions, and more. As shown in California’s Integrated Resource 

Planning (IRP) proceeding, the deployment of thousands of MWs of energy storage is necessary 

to support our state’s clean energy and greenhouse gas emissions goals by integrating energy 

produced by intermittent renewable generators, hybridizing and reducing reliance on natural gas 

plants, and providing core coastal, local, fast ramping, and night-time generation services.  

 
1 174 Power Global, 8minutenergy Renewables, Able Grid Energy Solutions, Aggreko, Amber Kinetics, Ameresco, 

Aparrent, Arevon Energy Management by Capital Dynamics, Avangrid Renewables, B2U Storage Solutions, Better 

Energies, Boston Energy Trading & Marketing, Bright Energy Storage Technologies, Buchalter, Carrier, Clean Energy 

Associates, ConEd Battery Development, Connect California, Customized Energy Solutions, Dimension Renewable 

Energy, Doosan GridTech, Eagle Crest Energy, East Penn Manufacturing, EDF Renewable Energy, Emera, Enel X, 

Energport Inc., Energy Storage Response Group, Energy Vault, Engie, ESS Inc., esVolta, Fluence, Form Energy, General 

Electric, Gridwiz, Hecate Energy, Highview Power, Honda, Hydrostor, Jensen Hughes, Lendlease Energy Development, 

LG Chem Power, Li-Ion Tamer, Lockheed Martin AES, LS Power Development, Malta, NantEnergy, NEC Energy 

Solutions, Inc., NextEra Energy Resources, NEXTracker, NGK Insulators, Nostromo, NRStor, Nuvve, Ormat/Viridity, 

Plus Power, PolyJoule, PXiSE, Quidnet Energy, Range Energy Storage, RAW Energy, Recurrent Energy, Reimagine 

Power, RWE, Southwest Generation Company, Stem, Stoel Rives, Elsys, Sumitomo Electric, Sunrun, Swell Energy, 

Tenaska, Trane, UL, VRB Energy, Wartsila, WattTime, Wellhead Electric and Zitara Technolgies. The views expressed 

in this Support Letter are those of CESA, and do not necessarily reflect the views of all of the individual CESA member 

companies.  (http://storagealliance.org). 
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Despite being a clear energy storage leader, California’s energy storage tool-kit must continue to 

expand.  AB 2255 focuses on the roles and deployments of longer-duration storage solutions.  

Numerous current and future technologies can compete to provide long-duration energy storage, 

including flow batteries, compressed air, thermal storage, hydrogen, pump-hydro, lithium ion 

batteries, and more. This bill is prudently technology neutral and in line with CESA’s principles 

to promote market competition. The system’s need for long-duration is becoming clearer2, and 

further studies and subsequent procurement will be warranted, which AB 2255 directs in prudent 

ways while allowing key agencies to advise or take appropriate roles.   

 

AB 2255 would allow for the potential procurement of long-duration energy storage either 

through conventional CPUC paths or, if warranted through key findings and agency and 

Gubernatorial reviews, through CAISO procurement functions (which exist today for 

Transmission system.) AB 2255 defines long-duration storage technologies as capable of 

discharging electricity for a minimum of 8 hours, which ensure a large array of storage solutions 

can compete to best meet the grid’s long-duration storage needs.  

 

CESA notes that both ‘procurement paths’ listed in the bill will require competitive solicitations. 

Concerns about the CAISO ‘path’ being arbitrary or allowing project-specific selection 

misrepresent the CAISO’s need to have competitive solicitations, as they do through their 

transmission planning processes.  

 

Thank you for your leadership to promote the market growth of a suite of energy storage 

solutions in our state, including pathways to enable the deployment of long-duration energy 

storage, to ensure that all Californians can benefit from a resiliency and clean energy system.  

 

For these reasons, we support AB 2255 and respectfully request an “AYE” vote. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us or our Sacramento lobbyist, Gareth Elliot, 

(elliott@sacramentoadvocates.com or 916-201-2464) with any questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Alex J Morris 

Executive Director 

California Energy Storage Alliance  

(310) 617-3441 

amorris@storagealliance.org  

 
2 LADWP noted the need for long-duration storage during the SB 100 Joint Agency Report Inputs and 

Assumptions Workshop, highlighting its balancing uses. (CEC, Transcript of SB 100 Joint Agency 

Report Inputs and Assumptions Workshop, at 112). CAISO noted the relevance of long-duration storage to 

mitigate multi-day weather risks, stressing the relevance of having regulators act now rather than waiting. 

(CAISO, SB 100 Presentation, at 8-9). The CAISO also qualitatively noted that long-duration energy 

storage will be necessary to overcome periods of low infeed from renewable generation, both in their own 

discussion papers (see CAISO, Energy Storage: Perspectives from California and Europe, at 30) and in 

their comments on active regulatory proceedings at the Commission (see CAISO, Consolidated Comments 

on All Track 2 Workshops and Proposals, at 3-6) 
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Cc: Assemblymember Susan Eggman 
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