
 

  

APRIL 28, 2020 

 

The Honorable Susan Talamantes Eggman 

State Capitol, Room 4117 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

RE: AB 2255 (Eggman) Energy Storage Solutions for a Reliable Grid – SUPPORT  

 

Dear Assemblymember Eggman:  

 

On behalf of Cupertino Electric, Inc., (CEI) we write in support of Assembly Bill 2255, as 

amended in the Assembly on May 4, 2020. This important legislation would accelerate the 

deployment of long duration energy storage technology in California, allowing for the swift 

integration of projects that are essential to the state’s ability to increase its reliance on 

renewable energy resources while maintaining grid safety and stability.  

 

As a 66-year-old construction company based in Silicon Valley with roughly 3,000 employees, 

Cupertino Electric specializes in complex electrical projects like those in the renewable space. 

We believe that AB 2255 provides grid stability by supplementing intermittent resources like 

solar photovoltaic (PV) and wind. As these solar renewable projects saturate the market, 

California needs a reliable, clean back-up storage resource to support these projects—and the 

people who earn a living from building them. Long duration energy storage is that solution.  

Fast-tracking important energy storage technologies by offering the companies developing 

them a clear 2030 roadmap of opportunities is also critical.   

 

AB 2255 enhances California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) planning efforts by ensuring 

long duration energy storage is properly integrated into assessments of future portfolio needs. 

It further supports grid reliability by directing that the California Independent System Operator 

(ISO) conduct a comprehensive assessment of the State’s long duration energy storage needs, 

building off CPUC modeling efforts.  

 

The legislation importantly also ensures action. If existing procurement mechanisms are found 

to be insufficient to procure the necessary long duration storage, the legislation directs the 

CPUC or ISO to develop a fair and competitive process to advance the necessary technologies 

and projects in a timely manner. 

 

New energy storage projects can help create jobs and economic opportunity in regions across 

the state—something that is vitally important given the current economic situation. By taking 

action now, we can support California’s clean energy workforce in building a future energy grid 

that is both clean and reliable.  

 



 

  

For the foregoing reasons, we support AB 2255. 

 

Signed,  

 

 

Brian McDonald, P.E. 

SVP Operations Energy Division 

cc: Assemblymember Chris Holden, Chair of the Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee 
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