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Assembly Member Laura Freidman, Chair  
Assembly Natural Resources Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2137 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Subject: AB 2255 Eggman: Long Duration Storage  
 
Dear Assembly Member Freidman: 
 
On behalf of the Clean Power Campaign, I am writing to express our support for Assembly Member 
Eggman’s AB 2255, which would establish a planning and procurement process for long duration 
energy storage as a critical strategy for decarbonizing the California electric grid, while reducing costs 
and increasing system reliability.  
 
We have worked with the Legislature on trying to encourage long duration storage, which has been 
identified by numerous technical studies, including the 2030 Low Carbon Grid Study carried out by the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratories and the Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Technologies. Despite strong support and policy direction from the Legislature to encourage long 
duration storage (AB 33 Quirk), the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has failed to act on 
long duration storage, despite clear evidence of the need and potential for cost savings and reliability 
improvements.  
 
In its recent decision on the Integrated Resource Plan, the CPUC took a major step backward in 
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the power sector by adopting a very high GHG 
reduction target for 2030. Moreover, the CPUC selected the high GHG target base on faulty 
assumptions and misstated the California power sector’s emissions trajectory.  As a result, badly 
needed investments in zero carbon grid infrastructure, such as long duration storage, expanded 
transmission, and new renewables will all be delayed until the latter part of the decade.  And more 
troubling, the CPUC is proposing to depend on old, polluting natural gas power plants for reliability, 
which will exacerbate public health and pollution problems in disadvantaged communities. This failure 
to plan and procure cost effective investments in new grid infrastructure will increase utility rates and 
adversely affect reliability.  
  
AB 2255 is necessary legislative intervention to get California’s electric system back on track to achieve 
emission reductions, reduce dependence on volatile natural gas, and improve affordability and system 
reliability.  The bill would establish an orderly process for determining the need for long duration 



 

storage by having the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) undertake an independent 
analysis of the need for long duration storage, based on the GHG reductions level needed to achieve 
2030 targets and reduce our dependence on natural gas for system reliability.  The CAISO, in 
consultation with the California Energy Commission (CEC) and CPUC, would prepare and submit a 
report to the Governor, who would then decide which entity is best positioned to carry out 
procurement of needed long duration storage projects.  However, since the CPUC has publicly stated 
that the power sector has “done enough”, that additional infrastructure investments to achieve the 
reductions in GHG emissions are not needed for several more years, and that California must depend 
on expensive, polluting natural gas plants for many more years, we think a new approach is needed.  
 
We believe it makes sense for CAISO to carry out an independent, operational study of system 
reliability needs under a low GHG/low natural gas scenario, and make recommendations to the 
Governor about how to best procure needed infrastructure investments. Further, given identified 
barriers to procurement of long duration energy storage such their long planning lead time up-front 
capital investments , as well as procurement issues that have arisen with decentralized procurement of 
system resources to support the grid, we agree the Governor is best positioned to decide whether a 
new procurement approach is necessary.  
 
AB 2255 is an important step forward in modernizing California’s evolving low carbon electric grid 
because long duration storage is a bridge to California’s clean energy future. Even more importantly, 
AB 2255 will help launch a new wave of economic development and jobs to lead California out of the 
economic disruption caused by the COVID-19 virus.  
 
We respectfully ask for your “aye” vote, when AB 2255 is heard by the Assembly Natural Resources 
Committee.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
V John White 
Legislative Director  
 
Cc: Assembly Member Susan Eggman 
       Assembly Member Heath Flora 
       Assembly Member Ed Chau  
       Assembly Member Cristina Garcia  
       Assembly Member Monique Limon  
       Assembly Member Devon Mathis  
       Assembly Member Kevin McCarty  
       Assembly Member Melissa Melendez 
       Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi  
       Assembly Member Mark Stone 
       Members, Assembly Natural Resources Committee 
       Lawrence Lingbloom, Chief Consultant, Assembly Natural Resource Committee 
       David Stammerhorn, Chief of Staff 


